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www.ohne-schnur.de

„Ohne Schnur....“ art and wireless communication

communication art between art, technology and society

An exhibition-project of the Cuxhaven arts association and the art history department of the University of Munich.

Cuxhavener Kunstverein and coastal line, 03.04.- 02.05.2004

The art history department of the Ludwig Maximilians University, Munich, and the arts association Cuxhaven are presenting an exhibition entitled “Ohne Schnur” (=wireless), dealing with art and wireless communication, a theme that due to its topicality has prompted a spontaneous commitment by many renowned international artists and scholars.

An extensive mediation programme will guide through and at the same time present varied and innovative projects and works of media art dealing with mobile communication, WLAN and locating systems. 

It is difficult to imagine daily life without cell-phones, wireless internet access, navigational systems for our cars and the navy. Through their mobility, easy use and affordability, they have become a mass medium, almost an extension of ourselves and are changing our lives whether we like it or not: our perception of space of is more and more being superimposed by the private and public information and communication space.

The structure and self-awareness of our society is more and more dominated by communication technology. Wireless communication is a pivotal point in this development, as it provides unlimited spatial and also temporal presence. If with the spreading of radio at the beginning of the 20th century and even with the development of satellite-technology in the seventies the potential omnipresence of information was still subject to stationary emitters and receivers, nowadays mobile computers, phones and GPS-devices allow the expansion of mobility, which in former times was restricted to the information itself, into its sender and addressee. This means a further conquest of real space by means of virtual or communication-space. Though it is a fact that, since mobile devices have become mass-media, they make a great impact on the mutations of everyday life, a theoretical research about this change is rare and seldom part of public discussions. 

Therefore it is absolutely necessary to introduce the many artistic projects on this field to a broader audience. We want to present artistic concepts dealing with communication via mobile phone and / or satellite, with WLAN, tracking systems (infrared, GPS, etc.), but also with the overall presence of electromagnetic waves in general. The selected artists address both the general implications of broadcasting information and the concrete signalling of textual, sound and visual information to specified addressees, including its interactive and community-generating aspects (the "hertzian space"). Their works, (interactive) installations, video- and sound-projects, graphics and sculptures will be presented in the exhibition-rooms of the Cuxhavener Kunstverein and at the coastal line. Various activities will promote a discussion of the socio-political and media-historic context of the works, including both the mediation of the topic to the public and a scientific symposium bringing together theoreticians and artists. 

After intense research and discussion with many European and American artists and scientists, we made a selection of projects representing the different aspects of the topic and the various artistic strategies of confronting it. Whereas Thomas Weyres (Münster) investigates questions of codification and automation of information, Igor Stromajer (Ljubljana), Anthony Dunne and Fiona Raby (London) focus on the relations between communication technologies and our body, the psychological and physiologic impact of mobile-phones on their owner. The Viennese group cntrcpy™ (Vienna) works on an SMS-based game-like project dealing with the coeval presence of individuals and groups at various places and in various communities due to mobile communication. Mobility, narration, information, memory and spatial awareness are the keywords of Stephan Schemat (Berlin) who transforms urban and rural environments into an interactive radio-play. Teri Rueb (Baltimore) is mainly interested in the flow of information in the hertzian space and is going to make this information visible and audible by means of her installation “Drifts”. An innate, completely self-sustaining Lab for the investigation of wireless technology, the Makrolab, will be presented by a console of the Slovenian artist Marko Peljhan (Ljubljana) . Furthermore, there is going to be a radio-work by Christian Terstegge (Hamburg) focusing on the overwhelming mass of information provided by the radiowaves surrounding us. The exhibition shall be completed by the work of a pioneer of wireless-art, Klaus v. Bruch (Munich) . His Verdun-pieces show radar-pictures of the battlefields and war-graves of Verdun, alluding to the subject-matter of surveillance and location and the relation of technologic invention and military needs.

The exhibition is shown at Cuxhaven, which is a focal point of wireless communication technology, as its development has strong connections with the needs of navigation. Jonathan Zenneck, later chairman of the board of governors of the Deutsches Museum at Munich, and Ferdinand Braun made important experiments in the field of wireless transmission between Cuxhaven and Helgoland in the year 1899/1900. Until today in the coastal town in the north of Germany you can observe a great range of different forms of signalling devices and various radio-associations. 

The project is a co-operation of the Kunstverein Cuxhaven with the art history department of the University of Munich, which has a focus on media art and media technology. The project includes a group of students of the art history department, collaborating intensely on the concept and realisation of the exhibition. Besides the concrete work on the topic, we're especially interested in the challenge of presenting works situated in-between art and technology and in the question how such works can be presented and imparted to a broader audience. Therefore there is going to be a historical section dealing with the history of wireless communication and communication arts since the late nineteenth century, where we're going to deal with works from Delaunay until the Fluxus-period. utopian projects of protagonists like Nikola Tesla and Wladimir Tatlin.

In the project which will be documented in a (bilingual) publication we aim not only to show exemplary works, but also to deal with the general impact of media development on the arts and give an overview of positions that can not be presented in the exhibition. Therefore, there’s going to be a scientific colloquium bringing together scientists and artists of the exhibition within the exhibition rooms to encourage exchange of ideas and theories (03.-04.04.2004). Participants are Dieter Daniels ( Leipzig), Inke Arns (Berlin), Monika Fleischmann (Fraunhofer Institut für Medienkommunikation, Bonn), Stephen Wilson (San Francisco), Katja Kwastek (Munich), Robert Adrian X (Wien), Frauke Behrendt (Lueneburg), Joachim Hagenauer, (München), Josepha Kunst (Antwerp), Sabine Flach (Berlin).
Simultaneous translation from German into English will be provided.
Sponsors:

Main sponsors: Country of lower saxony, Niedersächsische Lottostiftung, EWE-foundation, Stiftung Kunstfonds, further the town of Cuxhaven, the regional authority Stade, EWEtel, kunsttermine,de, Hewlett-Packard, R.Linden Computer GmbH Münster, Dr. Kubelik Industrievertretungen Karlsruhe.

The colloquium is funded by the VolkswagenFoundation Hannover

Extended information (english version available): www.ohne-schnur.de
Opening of the exhibition: Friday, 2nd of April, 7.30 pm
Press conference: Friday, 2nd of April 3 pm

For further information and material, contact:
	Cuxhavener Kunstverein

Große Hardewiek 35

D- 27472 Cuxhaven

04721/664940

info@kunstverein-cuxhaven.de
	Art history department of the University of Munich

Dr. Katja Kwastek

Georgenstr. 7

D- 80799 München

089/2180-2462

info@ohne-schnur.de
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